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been statesmen anxious to abolish the Capitulations as
humiliating and hurtful to the natives. It has been
claimed that foreigners occupy a preferred position and
enjoy privileges denied to the people of the country.
Why continue a system, Turks have argued, which
hampers parliament in its legislation, the courts in the
administration of justice, the minister of finance in his
efforts to establish a budgetary equilibrium? Does not
the Ottoman Empire as an independent nation possess
the right to exercise exclusive sovereignty and jurisdic-
tion throughout the full extent of its territory? As a
matter of fact, the Turkish Government of 1914 profited
by the outbreak of the European war to abrogate the
Capitulations. As, however, such an act could not be
consummated by a unilateral decree the capitulatory
system still remains. Consular jurisdiction is main-
tained, and the inauguration of a revised Mixed Court
system may be expected to accompany the promulgation
of the Treaty of Peace, Except on real estate, no taxes
can be levied on foreigners or their property without the
consent of the Powers. Customs dues cannot be modi-
fied unless the treaty nations agree to the proposed
change.1
1 In 1919, the Ottoman Minister of Finance prepared, for the American
High Commission, the following statement dealing with Economic Capitu-
lations:—
No reason or pretext of any kind can be found to justify the dis-
crimination of the foreign subjects against the natives of a country in
respect to taxes and duties. Therefore resumption of Economical
Capitulations cannot be allowed in any way even if Judicial Capitulations
be reestablished in some way or other. After the establishment of the
Constitution the taxes and duties are being subject to the sanction of
the Parliament and consequently these are being raised in accordance
with the Lawj moreover the Embassies have in principle agreed to their
subjects being involved in principal taxes to which the Ottoman subjects
are liable.
particulars or economic capitulations
(1) Exemption from Djizizh & Kharaj (personal tribute paid by non-
Moslem subjects of Islam) and exemption from general taxes.

